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Curiosity is important to everyone. There is broad agreement on the importance of 
curiosity in learning, with more than 90% of stakeholders surveyed agreeing that 
curiosity is central to learning. However, 82% of students and 75% of teachers believe 
there are not enough opportunities to be curious in today’s classrooms. 

A new report by The Harris Poll for Discovery Education reveals a significant decline in 
student engagement post pandemic, with 46% of teachers noting decreased interest 
compared to 2019. Eighty-three percent of students express a lack of curiosity 
opportunities at school, the report found that about 75% believe self-paced learning 
would empower and prepare them for the future. 

I have reviewed numerous research articles on curiosity, and the following is a summary 
of recommended teaching strategies and suggestions. 

Promoting curiosity in school children is essential for fostering a love of learning and 
helping them develop into lifelong learners. Here are several strategies to encourage 
curiosity in the classroom: 

1. Ask Open-Ended Questions 
• Instead of questions that have a single correct answer, pose open-ended 

questions that spark exploration and discussion. For example: 
o “What do you think would happen if...?” 
o “How could we solve this problem in different ways?” 
o “What would the world be like if…?” These types of questions encourage 

children to think critically, experiment, and explore possibilities. 

2. Create a Safe Space for Exploration 
• Encourage a classroom environment where mistakes are seen as 

opportunities for learning. When children feel safe to make mistakes and ask 
questions without fear of judgment, they are more likely to explore new ideas. 

• Emphasize the process of learning, not just the end result. 

3. Incorporate Hands-On Learning 
• Activities such as experiments, field trips, and interactive projects allow 

children to explore and learn through direct engagement. For example: 
o Science experiments 
o Building models or prototypes 
o Exploring nature or local history 
o Creative arts (e.g., painting, music, drama). Hands-on experiences make 

learning tangible and fun, sparking curiosity. 
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4. Provide Opportunities for Self-Directed Learning 
• Allow children to choose topics that interest them within the curriculum. By 

giving them some control over their learning, they are more likely to dive 
deeper into areas they are passionate about. 

• Incorporate project-based learning, where students work on long-term 
projects that they are invested in and can explore in-depth. 

5. Use Technology and Interactive Tools 
• Integrating digital tools like educational apps, virtual field trips, or online 

resources can expose students to new ideas and subjects. Interactive tools 
allow children to explore at their own pace and delve into topics in ways that 
are engaging and personalized. 

6. Model Curiosity 
• Teachers can model curiosity by asking questions themselves, showing 

enthusiasm for learning, and admitting when they don’t know the answer. This 
demonstrates that curiosity is a valued and normal part of the learning 
process. 

• Share your own experiences of discovery and problem-solving to show that 
learning is a continuous journey. 

7. Encourage Questioning 
• Create a “question-friendly” classroom where students are encouraged to ask 

questions. Consider having a “question box” or a designated time where 
students can share any questions that come to mind throughout the lesson. 

• Reinforce that asking questions is one of the best ways to learn and that no 
question is too small or silly. 

8. Introduce Real-World Problems 
• Use real-world issues and scenarios to spark curiosity. For example, 

discussing climate change, technological innovations, or space exploration 
can stimulate children’s interest and make learning feel relevant to their lives. 

• Challenge students with real-world problems or case studies, prompting them 
to investigate and find solutions. 

9. Encourage Creative Thinking 
• Encourage students to think creatively by incorporating activities that require 

brainstorming, designing, or imagining new possibilities. For example: 
o “How would you design a house on Mars?” 
o “What if animals could talk—how would society change?” Creative thinking 

challenges the brain to explore beyond the conventional and think about 
alternatives and innovations. 

10. Foster Collaboration and Peer Learning 
• Collaboration encourages students to share ideas and learn from one 

another, which can spark curiosity. When students discuss ideas, ask 
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questions, and explain concepts to peers, they engage with the material in a 
deeper way. 

• Group activities, discussions, and projects where students have to collaborate 
on solving problems or exploring topics encourage curiosity and diverse 
perspectives. 

11. Expose Students to New Experiences 
• Regular exposure to new experiences, ideas, and cultures can open students’ 

minds and trigger curiosity. For example: 
o Invite guest speakers from different fields or professions. 
o Organize virtual or in-person visits to museums, art galleries, or nature 

reserves. 
o Use literature to explore different cultures, times, and viewpoints. 

12. Provide Time for Reflection 
• Give students quiet, uninterrupted time to reflect on what they’ve learned. 

Reflection allows students to process new information, make connections, 
and develop deeper questions about the subject matter. 

• Reflection activities might include journaling, group discussions, or creative 
projects where they can express their thoughts. 

13. Make Learning Fun 
• Introduce games, puzzles, and challenges that require problem-solving and 

creative thinking. Gamifying learning (e.g., using quizzes, challenges, and 
competitions) can make it more engaging and stimulate curiosity. 

• Encourage storytelling and role-playing to help students think outside the box. 

14. Be Enthusiastic 
• Demonstrating passion for the subject matter can be contagious. When 

children see their teachers excited about a topic, they are more likely to 
develop an interest in it themselves. 

• Share your own wonderment and curiosity about the world around you, 
whether it’s a new scientific discovery or an interesting historical fact. 

15. Create Curiosity Corners 
• Set up a “curiosity corner” in the classroom filled with interesting books, 

objects, puzzles, and thought-provoking questions. Students can visit this 
corner to explore different topics on their own or in small groups. 

• You could also rotate the theme of the corner based on what’s being taught or 
current events. 

By blending curiosity-driven activities with a supportive environment, you help cultivate 
a mindset where children are excited to explore, question, and discover new things on 
their own. The key is to create an atmosphere where learning feels like an adventure, 
not a chore. 
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