EDUCATIONAL INCLUSION OF STUDENTS WITH

HIGH ABILITIES/GIFTEDNESS

The Wallace Research
Symposium on Talent

Development "“
May 19-21, 2024 /‘

INTRODUCTION

Inclusive education has emerged as a fundamental
pillar of contemporary pedagogy. It seeks to
recognize the diversity of students and guarantee
their rights and learning opportunities. However,
within Inclusive education, one population has
remained largely invisible: High Abilities/Giftedness
(HA/G) students. This study was conducted In
Uruguay, where, despite advances In Inclusion
policies, attention to students with HA/G has been
limited. This, despite the fact that HA/G students
represent approximately 7-10% of the student
population.  This qualitative research  study
Investigates the educational strategies employed
specifically for HA/G students in the 3rd year of the
basic cycle and 1st year of secondary school in two
high schools Iin the interior of Uruguay. The lack of
recognition these students face, in addition to limited
specialized instruction, hampers not only these
students’ individual development but results in a loss
of talent and resources for society as a whole.

METHODOLOGY

. Qualitative Case Study.

10 students (between 14 and 16 years old) identified
as HA/G from the 3rd year of basic cycle and 1st
year of secondary school from two public high
schools, their parents and 11 teachers.

- Data collection: document analysis, interviews and
HA/G identification instruments .

. Instruments: Semi-structured interview guides; AH/G
Indicator Checklist (LIVIAHSD) and AH/G Individual
ldentification Questionnaire (CIIAHSD) for teachers,
parents and students (Bendelman & Pérez Barrera,

2018)
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Perceptions of the characteristics of High Abilities/ Giftedness
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CONCLUSIONS

- T he general objective was met
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« Can assume 2 to 3 students with HA/G per class.

. ldentify construction of a person with HA/G: in process.

« Women's internal barriers: Impostor syndrome,
doubt/hiding abillities.
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1. The presence of the most common myths and confusions found
In the literature was verified.

2.Students complain about the lack of challenges and pedagogical
attention to their needs and interests.

3. Main obstacles to the fulfilment of educational care for AH/SD:
invisibility of students with AH/SD; lack of knowledge of the
subject on the part of teachers; lack of regulations and teacher
training
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Teachers perception of High Abilities/Giftedness

« Teacher’'s misperceptions: false idea of inclusion; lack of
academic training on the subject; lack of resources in
educational institutions and, lack of regulations



